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Like us on Facebook (PCTI1) and follow us on Twitter (@PCTI)

The Doors of Opportunity are Open!
Business Partners Set Students Up for Success
Passaic County Technical Institute
holds the title of being the most
expansive career and technical high
school in New Jersey. Our great care
in building strong partnerships with
surrounding business communities
has ensured that our students get
the most out of our highly advanced
curriculum.
These well-established relationships
give students a unique opportunity to
gain real-world experience through
internships, job shadowing, Schoolto-Career programs, and much more.

Additionally, our high school regularly
engages in meetings with Advisory
Committees. Members utilize their
company knowledge to discuss opportunities for success, employment outlook, innovative training techniques,
and emerging industry standards. In
turn, students gain training in their
career of choice, making them much
sought after candidates when entering higher education and the global
marketplace.
Each year, PCTI selects one of our
many business associates as our

Board of Education President Al Alexander (center-left) and Vice President Damaris Solomon
(right) present the PCTI Business Partner of the Year Award to the President of Sandvik Coromant
US Jamie Price (center-right), and Productivity Center Manager Kevin Mayer (left).

Business Partner of the Year. This
year, the honor goes to Sandvik
Coromant of Fairlawn. The company
serves on our high school’s Advisory
Board Committees for both Manufacturing and Engineering Technology.
Such involvement ensures that students receive the ultimate education
in their career of choice.
In addition, Sandvik Coromant has
opened the doors of their Productivity Center to students for training
and shadowing. Within the past two
years, more than 100 students have
shadowed with the company. Sandvik
Coromant’s dedication to PCTI and
our students is further showcased by
their generous donations of tooling
for CNC machines, student projects,
and their distribution of technical
advice/training with programming.
PCTI’s successful partnerships with
key businesses associates are reflected
in the recent statewide initiative
The New Jersey Employer Coalition
for Technical Education, a program
that promotes career and technical
education through the development
of partnerships between employers,
educators, and policy-makers.

Media Stations Shine Spotlight on PCTI
Former Bulldog Heads to Superbowl!
PCTI alumni, Michael Adams is making
quite a splash as the safety of the Denver
Broncos. This former Bulldog traveled
from Colorado all the way to Superbowl
XLVIII in New Jersey. Curious about his
journey, news stations turned to faculty,
staff, and students to gain a glimpse of

Congratulations to 2nd
Marking Period’s Circle
of Success!

the football superstar during his up-andcoming high school years.
Media outlets included News 12, CBS,
and associates of the Denver Broncos
themselves. The interviews proved that
Bulldog Pride is alive and well at Passaic
County Technical Institute.
PCTI is celebrating our Circle of Success
members, 10th & 11th grade students
who demonstrate strong values and excel
in their career areas.

Associates from the Denver Broncos interview Coach Matthew Demarest.

Congratulations to our second marking
period members: Delitzel Cruz, Melissa
Grudic, Jener Gonzalez, Ahmet Ay, Jessy
Lopez, Lewis Tapia, Tania Silva, Yaritza
Gonzalez, Sha Niya Wilson-Harper,
Luzjailie Roman, Rodolfo Solano, Naetrell
Thomas, Mahfuza Uddin, and Jah’Vion
Dawson.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

DECEMBER

FEBRUARY

Christopher Laky

Thomas Savoie

Mateusz Rowicki

School of Construction Technology

Academy of Finance

School of Engineering Technology

- Ranked in the top 14% of his class

- Ranked in the top 2% of his class

- Ranked in the top 4% of his class

- Maintains good grades in both
academic and vocational classes,
earned Honor Roll status throughout
his career at PCTI

- Involved in Gifted and Talented, FBLA,
& NJ Boys State

- Involved in the Engineering Club,
SkillsUSA, the Robotics Club, National
Honors Society, & NJ Boys State

- Pursues hobbies in fishing, hunting,
archery, basketball, and football
Goal: Graduate with a Bachelors
degree in Civil Engineering, work for a
company constructing roads, highways,
and bridges
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- Has earned 19 college credits
- Co-Op student for PCTI’s School Store
Goal: Graduate from a university and
start his own business, pursue additional education in Sports Management
or Physical Science

- Has earned 14 college credits
- 2x SkillsUSA State Gold Medalist
Goal: Graduate from a university with
a degree in Civil Engineering, pursue a
Masters in Structural Engineering, work
at an architectural firm

Celebrating Career and Technical Education
PCTI is joining others across the United
States in celebrating National Career and
Technical Education. The month of
February shines a spotlight on the
partnership between schools, businesses,
and career and technical education.
During the second week of February,
students show the community just what
they’ve learned. Student ambassadors
visit local businesses and agencies to
thank them for their support. In addition,
students also participate in numerous
activities on campus, all with the goal of
celebrating the foundation of learning set
forth by career and technical education.

Instructors Geralyn Hunter and Tom Bove join student ambassadors
Kevin Lopez, Jessica Gomez, Kayleen Acosta, Michal Kobylarz, and
Priscilla Nuñez in delivering goods to Peter Spina of Wayne Motors
in honor of Career and Technical Education Week.

Student Retreat Kicks-Off “Collaboration”
Last summer, nineteen PCTI students had
the opportunity to attend the Lindsay
Meyer Teen Institute Camp and returned
to campus with the mission of unifying
the student body. Their goal was to form
a leadership council that consists of representatives from each of PCTI’s student
clubs and organizations in order to foster
coordinated and charitable ventures.

German Delegates Tour PCTI

After two months of planning, the group
held a twelve hour retreat for fifty-two
PCTI students who represented more than
thirty school activities! Their theme,
“Collaborate,” filled the day with activities
that motivated, bonded, and set into
motion the new Student Leadership
Council.
Representatives from the Federal
Republic of Germany visited PCTI as part
of their six-city tour to sample vocational
training students receive in the United
States. Their goal was to experience a
model career and a technical high school
that trained students for the Manufacturing and Engineering Industries.

Aaron Varghese, Kevin Lopez, Michal Kobylarz, Devin Gilbert, Quincy Cain, Lauren Christie, Natalia
Morante, Ramela Choudhury, Naomi Butler, and Ashley Garcia band together at PCTI’s Student Retreat.

Attendees toured the school to
experience our prestigious classrooms in
Manufacturing, Engineering, and
Architectural Drafting. German delegates
learned about the skills students develop
in these areas and the partnerships in
which they participate, both of which set
solid foundations for pursuing a career in
the world after high school.
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Students Shine with
National Honor Society Inducts New Members
Congratulations to the thirty new members of PCTI’s prestigious National Honor Society!

Celebrating SkillsUSA Day

ProStart Students
Emerge Victorious!
Culinary Arts students took home the gold at
the 2014 State Championship ProStart
Competition. Both Culinary and Management
teams received first place, resulting in an
exciting win for the entire Bulldog family.
PCTI will represent New Jersey in the National
ProStart Competition in Minneapolis,
Minnesota in May.

PCTI students recently gathered to participate in SkillsUSA Day – a workshop designed to expose
the student body to the organization and its purpose. Each month, the state director and regional
officers organize a SkillsUSA Day at different schools to meet with student representatives from
each vocation with the goal of preparing for up-and-coming state championships.
The workshop provides training in public speaking, developing leadership skills, and organization
procedures. State officers presented slideshows and video in order to recruit members of the
student body. They also provided information on local officer elections and chapter officer training.
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Passaic County Technical Institute!
Dance Concert Thrills with “A Night at the Movies”

Dance and Instrumental Ensemble students thrilled spectators with their annual holiday production “A Night at the Movies.” The lavishly
choreographed and music production put on a show, quite literally, for audience members as dancers were inspired by some of Hollywood’s
greatest films.
Acts included interpretations inspired by Spiderman 2, Beetlejuice, Once, Tarzan, James Bond, Footloose, and so much more. Music students added
a distinct instrumental flair between dance numbers. The collaborative effort made for a spectacular event!

Juniors Showcase
Talent

Performing Arts Theatre Scores Big at
Annual Award Competition

Congratulations to the students involved in this
year’s Junior Showcase! The Black Box Theatre
performance boasted a series of one-acts that
put a spotlight on the brilliant skills of junior
PCTI Theatre students.

Student Takes Home Top Award!
Performing Arts Theatre students recently competed in the Speech and Theatre Association of
New Jersey’s Annual Governor’s Award Competition. Their hard work paid off! Catherine Dvorak
took home the top honor at the event when she received the Governor’s Award for Best Actress.
Sophomores Isaiah Dequattro and Christie Flores were finalists in the Improvisational Pairs
category. Juniors Catherine Dvorak, Marquise Figueroa, and Jovan Watlington received 4th place
in the Scene category.
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Information Technology Students
Design Innovative App
Students of the Academy of Information
Technology recently participated in
Verizon’s Innovative App Challenge
with their creation of “myPersona.” The
competition called for an initial idea
that needed to be further developed and
expanded upon through a demonstration
video, essay, and illustration layout.

Jeff Ortiz, Christian Aviles,
Joshue Peniche, Gregory
Olivares and Krysztof
Rzasa collaborate on the
“myPersona” for Verizon’s
Innovative App Challenge.

Teammates Jeff Ortiz, Gregory Olivares,
Christian Aviles, Krzysztof Rzasa, and
Joshue Peniche worked effectively to
cultivate their creative submission.
Each student spent roughly thirty
hours developing the app.
“myPersona” was designed to connect
students who share similar interests
within a locally populated area and to
encourage the formation of new
friendships.

PCTI Remembers Pearl Harbor Academic Partnerships
Students showed respect and reverence to veterans and guests in attendance at this year’s Pearl Harbor ceremony. The assembly allowed students
time to reflect on the tragic event through a specially cultivated video,
poetry, the playing of taps, and presentations by PCTI’s very own NJROTC.

Instructor Cathy Pagano welcomes students and veterans
to the annual Pearl Harbor event.

PCTI NJROTC students perform a patriotic acapella
tribute for all in attendance.
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Enrich Learning

Students of PCTI are given great opportunities
through our partnership with colleges and
universities. Those enrolled in the Syracuse
Biology course received a special treat when they
visited the American Museum of Natural History.
Here they examined the evolution of vertebrate
animals through a fossil-rich collection and
diorama exhibits. Students walked the
evolutionary timeline from vertebrate ancestors
to advanced animals and hominids.

Austin Espie, Evan Amico, Ammy Huidobro, Bayan
Omar, and Stephanie Perez visit the American
Museum of Natural History with their class.

Students Sign With Universities
Academic and athletic scholarships abound for three
PCTI superstars. Kierona Morton, Thomas Jefferson, &
Enmanual Soriano have all signed with universities in
order to continue their education and athletic careers.

proud Eagle; Thomas Jefferson will take his football
career to new levels as a Blue Hen at the University
of Delaware; and Enmanuel Soriano will journey to
Marist and join his football brothers as a Red Fox.

Kierona Morton signed with North Carolina Central
University and will continue her basketball career as a

Congratulations to these students on their fantastic
achievements. Good luck in your futures!

PCTI Football Coach Matthew Demarest and Principal Dr.
Michael Parent join Thomas Jefferson and Enmanuel Soriano
at their signing event.

Coach Ronnie Williams joins Kierona Morton and her parents
during the signing of her athletic and academic contract.

“Cultural Exchange” Proves Rewarding for Students
Students from Keio Academy, a Japanese
based high school in Purchase, New York,
visited PCTI as part of each institution’s
Cultural Exchange Program. The annual
event celebrates learning and traditions
across cultures.
Student ambassadors welcomed Keio
Academy students with open arms and
gave them a personal tour of the high
school. A Q&A session was conducted
with NJROTC students along with visitations to Medical Arts, Performing Arts,
Cosmetology, and more. Keio Academy
students also received a special treat –
paraffin hand treatments from PCTI
peers at the in-school salon “Visions.”
They also enjoyed a delicious lunch at
“Chez Technique.”
Afterwards, PCTI ambassadors shared
personal testimonials about the success
of the school’s various programs. Much
learning and fun was had by all who took
part in the Cultural Exchange program.

PCTI students and Japanese Instructor Maiko Sato pose
with the representatives of Keio Academy.
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Music Students Make the Cut for Jazz
Instructors James Dalton and Nelson
Mendez join Giovany Vega, Justin
Carrasco, Eli Mathis, Kevin Milfort,
Gustavo Huerta, Andrea Bonilla, Tomas
Zabala, Sheyla Feliciano, and An’Tavia
Maxwell in celebrating their acceptance
into the “Jazz for Teens” program.

Nine students from PCTI’s Music program were accepted into the Wells Fargo “Jazz for Teens” education arts program, an organization which encourages
students to work with professional musicians to deepen their understanding of jazz technique and history. Additionally, students are given the opportunity to explore new styling and techniques, jam alongside jazz musicians, write music, and perform. Congratulations to our vocal and instrumental
performers on their induction into this program!

